
day 31

          PSALM 57:9
           “I will praise You, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing to You 
           among the nations.” 

YEMEN

Yemen was divided into two 
regions.  The Northern portion of 
Yemen was ruled by imams until a pro-Egyptian mili-
tary coup took place in 1962 where Egypt and the USSR 
supported the revolutionaries and Saudi Arabia and Jor-
dan supported the Royalists.  In 1969, the Royalists were 
defeated.  The Port of Aden, strategically located at the 
opening of the Red Sea, was colonized by Britain in 
1839.  By 1937, with an expansion of its territory, it was 
known as the Aden Protectorate. In the 1960’s, the Na-
tionalist Liberation Front (NLF) fought against British 
rule, which led to the establishment of the People’s Re-
public of Southern Yemen. In 1979, under strong Soviet 
influence, the country became the only Marxist state in 
the Arab world.  In 1990, the two regions merged, and 
the Republic of Yemen was declared. 

The first Yemeni’s arrived in Chicago in 1920 finding 
only low-status jobs in service enterprises like restau-
rants, laundries, and factories.  Yemeni immigrants had 
difficulty generating sufficient income to establish insti-
tutions or businesses which maintain a viable commu-
nity. The first Yemeni-owned and operated enterprises 
were coffee shops and liquor stores. Neither are charac-
teristic of Yemeni culture, and it is likely that the coffee 
shops represent an economic activity borrowed from the 
larger and more affluent Lebanese and Palestinian com-
munities. Yemenis are predominately Muslim.  They 
tend to develop cultural ties with the Lebanese and Pal-
estinian communities. Pray that the Lebanese Chris-
tians will find opportunities to witness to Yemenis. 
Pray that they will experience miraculous visions 
of the Lord. Pray for those who become Christian 
to make their faith public. Pray for divine appoint-
ments between Christians and Yemenis that will de-
velop into long-term relationships.
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